Breastmilk can mediate chemical imprinting. Benzpyrene exposure during lactation reduces the thymic glucocorticoid receptor density of the offspring.
1. Prolonged benzpyrene treatment during lactation reduced the number of glucocorticoid receptors of offspring in adulthood significantly without altering the receptor affinity. 2. Dexamethasone treatment identical to benzpyrene exposure had no effect either on receptor number or affinity. 3. The results of the present investigations draw attention to the possible way of receptor alteration via breastmilk.